
The Opioid Epidemic: 
A National Perspective



The Problem
Substance misuse has had a devastating impact on families in the United States.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, 144 people per day die of drug 
overdoses while admissions to 
treatment for prescription opiates has 
increased 500 percent.

We can do better.

In 2015, 21.7 million people in the United States 
needed substance use disorder treatment, but only 
11% received it.22
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Over 23 million Americans are in recovery from 
addiction to alcohol & other drugs. 

Abuse of tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs is costly 
to our Nation, exacting more than $700 billion 
annually in costs related to crime, lost work 
productivity and health care.

Fifty percent of people incarcerated are classified 
as being dependent on drugs.



Overdose Epidemic Nationally



Overdose Epidemic Nationally

•Over 50,000 drug overdose deaths in the 
United States in 2016

•More than 135 people every day die from 
overdose

•Outpaces homicides and traffic accidents
•Some parts of the country have been hit 
harder than others



Ohio Among Hardest Hit States



Fentanyl
Fentanyl is a 
deadly synthetic 
opioid that is 
dozens of times 
stronger than 
morphine and 
heroin



Fentanyl on the Rise Nationally



Costs $80 billion annually
•Unemployment and missed work
•Criminal justice and incarceration
•Health care costs



6 Key Elements of CARA

Prevention 
Expand prevention and education efforts 
aimed at teens, parents, other caretakers.

Criminal Justice Reform
Provide evidence-based treatment in the 
jails and prisons and expand alternatives 

to incarceration to treat individuals in 
communities 

Treatment 
Expand evidence-based treatment 
nationwide including medication-assisted 
treatment (MAT) 

Law Enforcement 
Training and interventions so police can 

better connect individuals with substance 
use disorders to drug treatment 

Overdose Reversal 
Expand the availability of naloxone to law 
enforcement agencies, first responses 
and families to help in the reversal of 
overdoses to save lives 

Recovery Support 
Expand recovery services to support 

individuals in recovery



Federal Funding

PROGRAM FY17 FY18 HOUSE MARK

CARA – DOJ Grants and Program $13 million $30 million 

CARA – Enhancement Grants $3 million $3 million 

CARA – Veterans Administration 
Initiatives and Programs 

$50 million $55.82 million 

First Responder Training – Overdose 
Reversal 

$12 million $12 million 

Building Communities of Recovery $3 million $3 million 

Pregnant and Postpartum Women $19.93 million $19.93 million 

Targeted Capacity Expansion Grants -
MAT 

$56 million $56 million 

Access to Overdose Treatment $1 million --

CARA Total $153 million $179.75 million 

Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA)



Federal Funding

PROGRAM FY17 FY18

21st Century Cures Act $500 million $500 million

CURES Total $500 million $500 million 

21st Century Cures Act



THANK YOU
Questions?

info@addictionpolicy.org
addictionpolicy.org
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