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Welcome

▪ Introductions

▪ Alternative Transportation Trends and Economics

▪ Columbus’ Plan and its Development

▪ Success Stories for Other Cities

▪ Questions



Introductions
Today’s Presenters



Brian Tornes, PE  

▪Ohio State University (1990)

▪Civil Engineer

▪ 30 years in Park and Environmental Design
▪ Scioto Audubon Metro Park

▪ Quarry Trails Metro Park

▪ Confluence Village Pedestrian Bridge/Park

▪ Multiple Boating Access Facilities



Brad Westall, PLA

▪ Lead Landscape Architect and Planning 
Manger Columbus Recreation and Parks

▪ 20+ years Park and Trail Development in the 
City of Columbus



Larry Peck

▪Education:
▪ BS Parks and Recreation Administration – The Ohio State University

▪ MS Natural Resources Management – The Ohio State University

▪ 1991 – Present Deputy Director Columbus Metro Parks

▪ 1983-1991 – Deputy Chief Operations Ohio State Parks (ODNR)

▪ 1981-1983 – Presidential Management Intern, US Dept. of Army



Amy Rosepiler, PE

▪West Virginia University (2001, 2002)

▪Civil Engineer

▪ 18 years in Urban & Complete Streets Design
▪ Multimodal planning and design

▪ Olentangy-Bethel Connector Trail

▪ Olentangy Trail Arena District Connector



Alternative Transportation
Economic Impact on the Community



Traditional Transportation (Pre-COVID)

▪Commuting

▪Recreation

▪Home Life



Kayaks and Bikes in an Economic 
Discussion?

▪Outdoor Recreation is 3rd largest industry  ($887B annually)*
▪ 7.6M employed

▪ 5% growth during 2005 – 2011 recession

▪COVID Impact???
▪ Bicycle sales up 63% ($697M – June 2020)
▪ Paddle sport sales up 56% ($172M – June 2020)

*Outdoor Industry Association – 2017 – includes travel



Bicycle Statistics  (Pre-COVID19)



Bicycle Statistics (Part II)

▪A bicycle is sold every 2 seconds

▪Production of bicycles is 2.5 times that of cars

▪Commuting 8 km per day 4 days a week saves 750 Kg of CO2 
emissions per year 



Bicycle Commuters



Kayak Statistics 

• S. Lock Feb 12, 2020

• US Kayak Participation in 
Millions

(Most are currently recreation)

• Americans spend $14B/year on 
watersports gear



Why is this important?

• 53% of kayakers are 18-44 years 
old

• 85% of bicyclists are 24-55 years 
old

• 81  to 83 % of citizens age 25-55 
are in the workforce

• 65% of workforce is ages 25-55 
in 2024



Workforce 
Needs

▪ Pre-COVID (2019) – 7 out of 10 
companies reported a talent 
shortage (CNBC)

▪ “For most businesses, the 
issue of location choice now is 
driven by labor: Will we be 
able to attract the white collar 
skills we need?” says Wharton 

management professor Peter Cappelli, director 
of School’s Center for Human Resources.

https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/faculty/cappelli/


Columbus Snapshot

Ohio Economic Development Summit 2020

Brad Westall, PLA

Planning Manager

Columbus Recreation and Parks





“Creating a World-Class Trail Network”

48 City parks

7 MetroParks

6 suburban communities

2 major reservoirs

2014 Master Plan Household Survey:

“Trails rated as #1 Facility we need”

128 mi. completed

2019 Land Plan:   All residents within 10 minute walk from a 

park or trail.     (58% in 2020—78% by 2025)



11,000,000 trail miles traveled each year 









Connectivity

Equity
and

Economic Resilience

Ohio Economic Development Summit 2020



“Neighborhoods, Neighborhoods, Neighborhoods”  
Mayor Andrew Ginther



$1 investment = $1.75 ROI









“A Crisis of Success”

“Columbus ranks second behind Austin nationally when it comes 

to economic segregation.  (concentration of poor and wealthy in 

distinct neighborhoods)” or material handling.

“The city is one of the least promising places in the nation for 

kids who start near the bottom to climb the financial ladder.”

“A lot of people are struggling down here---to them a bike is a 

necessity.  It’s not something they do for pleasure.” 



2nd largest Somali community in US.
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Olentangy / Bethel Road 
Connector

▪ Olentangy Trail – 300,000 combined bicycle / 
ped users

▪ Bethel Connection: 

▪ Connects ~30,000 people to trail

▪ Widen 1 mile portion of trail from Antrim 
Park to Bethel Road

▪ Direct connection to 13 parks, downtown 
Columbus, Ohio State University, City of 
Worthington



Olentangy / Bethel Road Connector

2020 Google Maps



2020 Google Maps 2020 Google Maps



Olentangy / 
Bethel Road 
Connector

▪ Took advantage of right-of-way

▪ Minimize bicycle / pedestrian 
conflicts with vehicles

▪ Created new tunnel crossing



Olentangy / Bethel Road 
Connector

▪Repurpose bridge width

▪Minimal overlay

▪New barrier / parapet

▪Existing trail widening



Arena District

▪New connection from 
Olentangy Trail to new 
Confluence Village

▪Reconstruct existing boat 
ramp and livery

▪New park / greenspace 
elements



2016 Columbus Metro Bike Map - MORPC



2020 Google Maps



Arena District Renderings

2020 Lisle Architecture



Building Through Partnerships
Columbus ad Franklin County Metro Parks



Metro Parks Involvement in Regional Trail 
Systems

▪Overview of Metro Parks

▪Historic Perspective of Metro Parks Involvement in Regional 
Trail Systems

▪Benefits Associated with Regional Trail Systems

▪What Does the Future Hold?

















Overview of Metro Parks

▪Political Subdivision of the State of Ohio
▪ Ohio Revised Code Chapter 1545

▪ Approximately 55 Park Districts in Ohio

▪Established in 1945

▪Currently Manage 19 Parks in 7 Counties of Central Ohio



Overview of Metro Parks (cont’d)

▪Manage 28,000 acres of land

▪ 2,400 species call Metro Parks home

▪Regional System of Natural Area Parks

▪Primary Funding Source--.95 Mill Property Tax in Franklin 
County—10 year Levy

▪ Impact of Covid 19
▪ 2020 Attendance 9.6 M—30% increase from 2019

▪ 2020 Greenways  881K—32% increase from 2019





Historic Perspective on Trails and Metro 
Parks

▪ Long-standing partnership with Columbus Recreation and 
Parks, suburban communities, MORPC, and others

▪ Three Creeks Park, Initial Development of Regional Greenway 
Trail System, Scioto Audubon, Increased Involvement with 
Greenway Trail System, Involvement in the Ohio to Erie Trail





1938 Aerial



1964 Aerial



2004 Aerial



And Here Is Where We Are Today













Historic Perspective (cont’d)

▪Natural Fit as Metro Parks is regional in scope as are greenway 
trails

▪ Trails get Metro Parks in neighborhoods we don’t have a 
physical park in—levy considerations

▪Developed a Greenways Management Unit
▪ Blacklick, Alum, Scioto, Olentangy Trails

▪ Support provided by other parks as needed

▪ Park ranger presence



Benefits of Trails

▪Connecting neighborhoods, communities, increase in 
commuters

▪Olentangy Trail >500,000 visits per year

▪Health benefits

▪Quality of Life

▪Social Equity











Economic Benefits of Trails

▪Workforce Attraction/Retention

▪Health Care Costs

▪Property Values

▪Quality of Life

▪ Infrastructure Cost Savings/Traffic Congestion

▪Utilization of Floodplains



Economic Benefits (Cont’d)

▪Commercial Opportunities—relatively untapped in Central Ohio
▪ Bike/Kayak Shops

▪ Restaurants

▪ CoGo and Similar Opportunities

▪Safety Considerations



What Does Future Hold?

▪Growth of Columbus and Central Ohio

▪Competition with Other Cities for Talented, Mobile, Gen Zers
and Millenials

▪Connecting Underserved Communities

▪Use of Waterways















Success Stories
Indianapolis and Raleigh-Durham



Indianapolis 
Culture Trail

▪ Vision of the Indianapolis 
Cultural Development 
Commissioners & Central 
Indiana Community 
Foundation

▪ Planning began in 2001

▪ Funding thru contributions and 
TIGER (now BUILD) grant

▪ Complete – 2013, total cost -
$65 million; $35.5 million in 
grants, $27.5 million private 

▪ Managed by Indianapolis 
Cultural Trail, Inc. (non-profit)

https://indyculturaltrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/ICT-Map2016.pdf

https://indyculturaltrail.org/



Connections

▪ Tie to Monon Trail – 26 miles 



Connections - Greenways

▪ 220 miles constructed 
with more planned

▪Anticipated increase in 
property values, tax 
revenues, and job 
creation

https://indygreenwaysmasterplan.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/ch3-indygreenways-masterplan.pdf



Indianapolis Culture Trail – Economic Impacts

http://indyculturaltrail.org.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/15-C02-CulturalTrail-Assessment.pdf



Raleigh-Durham 
Greenway

▪ 112 Miles of trails

▪Connections to adjacent systems

▪Began in 1975



Raleigh-Durham Greenway

▪ East Coast Greenway
▪ Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida
▪ East Coast Greenway Alliance – 1991
▪ 3,000 miles
▪ Note – connects to Ohio Greenway Trail 

in Maryland (C&O Canal)
▪ Ohio Greenway Trail is connected to US 

Bicycle Route System
▪ ODOT has been establishing US Bicycle 

Route System agreements in Ohio

▪ Mountains-to-Sea Trail
▪ Great Smokey Mountains to Outerbanks
▪ 669 miles



Thank You!
Questions?


